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Remarks 

Claims 1-13 were pending in the application. Claims 1-13 were rejected. No claims were 
merely objected to and no claims were allowed. By the foregoing amendment do claims arc 
canceled, no claims are aotfoided, and claims 13-20 axe added. No new matter is presented. 

Claim Roiections-35 IIS.C. 102 

Cairns 1 -6 and 8-1 3 were rejected as being anticipated by Toon et al. (ILS< Patent No. 
5,640,851). Applicant respectfully traverses the rejection. 

Toon et al discloses an engine with a combustion chamber assembly having "a plurality 
o£ for example nine, equally circumferenually spaced tubular combustion chambers 44." Col. 5, 
Jines 5R-60. These arc known as can-type combustors in the art 

The Office action helpfully identified aseerted outboard and inboard walls of Toon et al. 
However, because Toon et al, is a can comhustrrr, thesn *re actually the same wall. Independent 
claims 1, 8, and 11 all identify a combustor having an inboard wall and an outboard wall. 
Accordingly, Toon et al. doe$ not anticipate these claims and the claims dependent rhEreon. 
Furthermore, there is no suggestion in Toon et al. for the subject matter of such claims. 

New independent claim 19 further identifies the combnstnr interior volume as annular. 
Support for this claim is found in claim 1 and the second sentence of paragraph 001 1 of the 
as-filed application (0013 of the as-published application) which identifies n an annular 
combustion chamber 30 bounded by inner (inboard) and outer (outboard) walls 32 and 34 and a 
forward bulkhead 3$ spanning between the walls." 

Dependent claim 20 identifies the interior vnhimfi re surrounding an engine centeriine. 
The centeriine is identified in the prior sentence of the specification. Although the surrounding is 
inherent baaed upon the identified inboard and outboard directions and the positions shown in 
FTG. 1 , th« specification has been amended to provide antecedent basis for the specific word 
"surrounding". The specification has also beeo amended to correct a clear error in the Mure to 
identify "FIG. 1". 

New dependent claims 14-1 8 are supported by the two specification passages noted 

above. 
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Claims 1, 4, 5, 7, and 1 1-13 were rejected under 35 U.S,C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Hadder (U.S. Patent No. 6,182,451). Applicant respectfully traverses the rejection. 

As with Toon et aL, Hadder discloses "a plurality of can combustors 12 disposed in a 
circular array about the central axie..." Col. 2, lines 7-9. Again, the Office action helpfully 
identified asserted outboard and inboard walls nf Hadder. However, because Hadder is a can 
combustor, these are actually the same wall Thus, the existing and new claims are neither 
anticipated by nor suggested by Hadder for the same reason* noted with respect to Toon et al. 

Accordingly, Applicant submits that claims 1-20 are in condition for allowance. Should 
any iwirs remain outstanding, Applicant requests the courtesy of a Anther telephonic interview 
in lieu of an action made final so as to give Applicant and the examiner the best chances fax 
arriving al allowed claims. Please cha^c ?ny fees or deficisncy or credit any overpayment to our 
Deposit Account of record. 



I hereto certify that this conppondenne, is being taxed this 1 8 m day of October, 2005 to the 



Respectfiilly submitted, 



WilfiamH. Slate 
Attorney for Applicant 
Reg. No.: 37,238 




Telephone: 203-777-6628 
Telefax: 203-865-0297 



Date: October 18, 2005 
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